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Never was a farewell so painfully sad and yet so dignified and
touching in its sublimity. It was singularly a unique event in the
history of M. T. B. Arts College for all its magnificence and
religious proportion it assumed . It simply recalled to mind that one
pathetic scene. the parting of Shakuntala. It was July 30. 1983. The
whole M. T. B. Arts College was all in tears, the students and the
teachers, the clerks and the peons and even the garden labourers.
When Principal Mehta relinquished his office and bade farewell to
the institution. The institution which had taught him, nourished him
and blessed him. It was a grand act of farewell. Even Nature that
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day had ceased to be mere weather and a scene and had become an
emotion echoing the sadness in our hearts. A mysterious gloom filtered
down the M. T. B. Arts College and the whole landscape was in-tears.

Even today the whole scene stands so vivid and fresh in my mind.
The room No. 6 is packed. literally overflowing. Students past and
present. Teachers and guests are all waiting anxiously to have a
glimpse of their mighty hero. The human god and hear him speak. The
stage is richly decorated which only adds to the magnificent effect.
Soon in the midst of thunderous clapping Prin. Mehta appears on the
stage. courageous and confident even as a hero. wearing the same
kingly face but a tinge of sadness has spoilt his usual frank and sweet
charming look. His sad eyes are watching for that hour when he must
break away all the ties and tear himself off from all that is peculiarly his
own creation. Every one with tears in eyes pours out his love and
admiration and is in a mood of confession as before God. They all
garland him and offer him their humble tributes and presents. And then
Prin. Mehta, overwhelmed as he is, in his usual impassioned manner
addresses his dear friends. With folded hands he takes leave of them all
and bids farewell... Oh God! What a symbol of love, kindness and
magnanimity K.C. is! The scene was simply grand surpassing all
description.

"Prin. K. C. Mehta relinquished his office as a Principal of the M.
T. B. Arts College after long years of fruitful service, promises and
pursuits and fulfillment. Indeed his has been a many coloured fabric of
lovely crowded life, a life of ceaseless activities, lived richly and fully.
Ever since his early years as a young charming professor the stature of
Prin. Mehta has steadily increased and today, whether in or out of
office, he is one of the popular and conspicuous figures in the city here
and outside. Prin. Mehta has almost become more than a name, an
institution, a legend."

This single event. 'the farewell' is sufficient to define the charming
and magnificent personality of Prin. Mehta. It simply reflects the great
estimation and reverence in which he is held by all.

To great extent Prin. Mehta owes his eminence and success to his
own personal advantages. His appearance alone is his handsome
fortune which might assure him success wherever he goes. His great
simplicity, and sincerity, his utter modesty and humility and freedom
from prejudices and moral indignation are among his rich possessions
nature has endowed him with. But the most striking is his deep
humanism.

Prin. Mehta has often fought fearlessly for the cause of justice.
Many a time has he championed the cause of the students and the
teachers and even clamoured for their rights and benefits and not
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without success. The lack of justice and the want of sufficient
educational and medical facilities, especially for the poor make him
impatient and even furious . He even goes out of his way to render help
to the needy and the poor. When he thinks and sees the poor hungry
souls, a brooding look comes over his face and his heart spontaneously
goes out in sympathy. He knows their ills and holds society responsible
for their plight. Prin. Mehta's idealism and his academic interest and
faith in human and social values are all found in the columns of his
writings and speeches. They are the fruits of his long experience, his
academic maturity and worldly wisdom.

The most interesting part of K. C.’s personality is his obstinacy
and K. C. is like a child both impetuous and obstinate, till he gets things
done. It is perhaps a part of his psychology that he always thinks in
terms of success . So much for his strong determination and dogged
perseverance . It is said about Napoleon de Bonaparte that he never
blundered into victories but won his battles in his head before he did on
the battlefield. And so is it with Prin. Mehta.

His long experience has taught him how to justify, comprehend
and weigh and also handle dexterously the most intricate problems: his
decisions whether as a principal or a Dean have always been both
prompt and apt. All this only speaks of the visionary quality of his
mind, his insight. And lastly we cannot but admire and feel amazed at
his abundant vitality, physical, mental and emotional and his almost
school boyish enthusiasm. There is definitely a certain dynamic
quality about Prin. Mehta which distinguishes him so much from the
rest of his contemporaries . Surely, he is a man of action. No doubt .
without his dynamism his sheer sustained frenzy of spirit and
individuality and colossal faith in himself Prin. Mehta could not have
emerged from a mere learned obscurity to his present position as a
leading educationalist of the day.

Yes . Prin. Mehta has other interests too. He has not been merely an
administrator but is also a critic and a journalist with his ever flowing
powerful pen. It is his mission as it were to comment and criticize, to
admire and awaken and propagate all that is noble and healthy. His
interest is not confined to literature only but also extends to other
aspects of history and the sciences too. Prin. Mehta can even be alive to
the lighter side of life. He loves sports and has enough capacity for
innocent humour and sarcasm. He can laugh and enjoy a joke. If he can
enjoy scaling the mountain heights he can sit for hours gazing at the
sea, calm and conclusive. Here is an image of Prin. Mehta a man of
many parts and Nature's favourite child.

Like an Admiral Prin. Mehta has commanded and steered his ship
safely and successfully to the shores with courage and confidence
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vigour and enthusiasm balanced by self control and good judgment.
Even today Prin. Mehta carries into his sixties the vivacious mind as
well as the bright eye and high hopes of youth and zest for life and also
love for humanity. Never has he ceased to feel the renewed pleasure in
life: no amount of mystery that surrounds this adventure of life has
ever depressed him or weakened his faith . On the other hand he has the
joy of the journey and the unquenchable spirit of the old Ulysses, the
grey spirit yearning with desire to seek a newer world. Have we not
often heard him uttering his favourite lines?

Come my friends .

'This not too late to seek a newer world, for my purpose holds

To sail beyond the sunset and the baths.

Though much is taken much abides and though

We are not now that strength which in old days

Moved earth and heaven : that which we are, we are

One equal temper of heroic hearts

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will

To strive, to seek, to find and not to yield.

This is how I see Prin. Mehta and this is what he means to us.
Today he has retired and with his retirement comes, in a significant
way, the end of an era. [ wonder if I should describe him as a crusader or
a chivalrous knight of the Round Table with a mission, fearless,
challenging, struggling against all shams and pretences, hypocrisies
and injustice? Or should I call him the Greek pagan of the old for all his
vigour and passionate feeling for life : or could we think of him as artist
socialist, sensitive and alive to his finger tips one who knows the art of
living? Whatever he be, to us Prin. Mehta is a beloved friend, a good
guide and a moral support and above all a true source of inspiration. He
is a great educationalist but also a great 'Karmayogi'. He neither stops
to philosophise, nor does he moralise : he just believes in life and
action and knows only "To Be" and well, that is the secret of his life.
Tasting it bitter, sweet, pleasant, absurd but ever hopeful and alive,
splendidly courageous and supremely sane . [ would not hesitate to say
that he occupies his place among many others as pillar of the
Sarvajanik Education Society for he represents to me that noble
tradition temporarily obscured - associated with me like Shri Chunilal
Gandhi, Shri Lalit Mohan Gandhi, Prin. K. L. Desai, Dr. V. R. Trivedi,
Dr. R. K. Desai and many other men known for their dedicated services,
sacred devotion, their selflessness, their sincerity and tenacity of purpose
and allegiance. Prin. Mehta must surely remain an ideal for the younger
generation of students and teachers specially when all idealism is on the
wane and academic values sorely neglected.

(Article taken from Sarvajanikam 1983-84)
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